
The Bridge Academy 

Board of Directors 

Monday, January 9, 2012 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 

Present: Tim Dutton (ex-officio), Rachel Allison, Jeannette Heron, Kit Kaolian, Sandy Lefkowitz, Bob 

Beckerer, Zainab Muhammed, Vince Musto, Ken Smith  

1. Approval of minutes from previous meeting: Minutes were approved unanimously 

2. Old Business:   

a. Mr. Dutton nominated Dee Fuller to our Board. She is a former Bridgeport Board of 

Education member.   The nomination was approved unanimously by the board. 

3. Status Report and update on school: 

a. Discipline issues:  We had a number of issues leading up to the holidays.  On one day 

there was a fire in the high school boys bathroom , a student had a seizure, and some 

freshmen girls were suspended for an argument that began on Facebook.  On another 

day two students fought; the police were called and the attacker was suspended.  The 

“victim” sent three young men to the other girl’s house that afternoon to assault the girl 

and members of her family.  That girl was brought up on expulsion charges and chose to 

withdraw.  The other student signed a stipulated agreement to be tutored at home and 

get counseling; she should return to school in mid-January.   

After break Mr. Dutton got a tip from a parent that there was drug dealing going on at 

school. Mr. Dutton searched several students; one student was found to have four bags 

of marijuana.  A manifestation hearing is scheduled because this is a special education 

student; depending on the result of that hearing an expulsion hearing may be 

scheduled.  A discussion of the definitions of suspensions versus expulsions ensued. 

b. College Acceptances: One student has received a full-ride to UCONN. 

c. Basketball:  The high school boys have begun a basketball league and the girls are 

continuing with theirs.  The middle school boys have had a number of games in their 

league. 

d. Ms. Allison reported that things have been relatively quiet at the middle school.  One 

student withdrew last week.   

  

4. Financial Report: 

a.  Review of current expenditures: Mr. Dutton reported that in general we are doing very 

well. We are $58,000 ahead on expenditures.  We had budgeted to be $30,000 in the 

red by the end of the year and we are on track for that to happen. 

b. Audit committee report: Things are going well; things are getting transferred well and 

paid on time. 

5. Fundraising:  

a. Near and Far Aid: We still have not heard from them but should soon. 



b. Westport Sunrise Rotary: The Rotary is helping us with funds for library books.  They 

have also gotten a magician to agree to do an after school program.  They are also 

helping us to create an edible garden.  Two teachers are also working on getting every 

student an ipad and have asked the Rotary to fund a pilot program. 

c. Beckerer Foundation: Bob Beckerer gave $500 to the school which was matched by his 

foundation. The Board thanked him for his generous contribution. 

6. Personnel:  

a. We have a new math intern. 

b. Physical Education and Certification: We paid for a class for our Health teacher in the 

hopes that she could be cross-certified in Health and Phys Ed.  She then got pregnant 

and was not able to continue with the certification process.  We have applied for a 

temporary certificate for her and she will finish the last credits and be certified in time 

to begin teaching Phys Ed in February.  She understands that her future employment 

depends on her earning the credits she needs to be certified. 

c. Sick Days:  We have a married couple on staff; she is pregnant and has very few 

remaining sick days.  He has many.  They are requesting that the Board allow him to give 

her some sick days. The Board unanimously agreed to allow the husband to give the 

wife up to 30 of his sick days.   

7. Building Issues 

a. Converting to gas:  We are now heating with gas and it seems to be working well. 

8. Charter Renewal 

a. Site Visit: The state will do their renewal site visit on Tuesday, March 6.  That day is now 

a half day due to a special election in Bridgeport.  It is also a mandatory state testing 

day. 

9. Governing Board Review:  

a. The Governing Board seems to be working well. 

10. Other New Business: 

a. Gym Request by John Bagley: John Bagley has requested the use of our gym on 

Saturdays for a basketball program that will be open to our students though not 

exclusively made-up of our students.   John group up in Bridgeport and is a former NBA 

player.   Two Board members asked that he be required to include several Bridge 

Academy students in his program.  The Board approved his use of the gym. 

b. Technology Plan Committee: Mr. Dutton is working with the Governing Board to come 

up with a technology plan so that we can continue to get our universal use credits.  

c. One bus is now almost done becoming a public service vehicle.  When that is completed 

we will convert the other bus. 

 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.   

NOTE: Meeting is at 6:00 pm at the Bridge Academy, 401 Kossuth Street. Members should contact 

Timothy Dutton (203 336-9999) or respond to him by return email regarding their plans to attend 

this meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


