
Minutes of the Governing Council: Monday, February 4, 2013, at 6:00pm 

Present: John Rodriquez, Jasedia Toro, Bridget Krauss, Tom McIntosh, Miguel Pickering, Nancy Larocca, 

Sandy Lefkowitz, Tim Dutton (ex-officio), Rachel Allison (guest), Mr. Bulerin. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm 

1. Must Fail Removal Requests:  About twelve people were put on the Must Fail list in the high school 

for the second marking period. These students had a letter sent home with their report cards.  One 

student in particular was crushed by the fact that she was put on the Must Fail list and Mr. Dutton 

requested that she be taken off the list immediately.  This student’s mother spoke at the meeting and 

explained that some of the student’s tardys were her fault.  No one objected to reinstating this child’s 

grades and that was done.   Other students will need to show improved attendance before having their 

grades reinstated. 

2. Approval of Stipulated Agreement for Expulsion (3 students): Discipline was a problem after the 

holiday break, but has calmed down since.  Two high school students fought for the second time and 

were given a choice to be out of school until the end of the year or agree to get counseling and come 

back in a month.  Both agreed to this agreement; one student has withdrawn and one returns 

tomorrow.  Another student scratched Mr. Dutton’s face while fighting.  She is expelled for the year.  An 

8th grader threatened to shoot and kill another student; the police were called; they went to his home to 

determine that he did not have a gun.  His family agreed to a stipulated agreement requiring counseling 

and allowing him back in school for the fourth marking period.  The Council unanimously approved these 

agreements. 

3. Update on School (Powerschool, Progress Reports, Climate, etc.): 

 Powerschool: Powerschool has helped families keep better track of their child’s grades. 

 

 Report Cards: Report cards should be mailed out by Wednesday.   

 

 Climate: The midterm exams went very well, with high school students taking them very 

seriously.  Students were promised a monetary reward for getting and 85 or higher on all of 

their exams; five students accomplished this and each will receive $100.  The middle school has 

decided not to administer midterm exams.  

 

o The 9th grade class generally is a challenge and the school is working on improving their 

effort 

o The lottery was held today.  We had 61 applications. 

 

4. College Enrollment: College acceptances are beginning to come in; these are read out in morning 

meeting in the high school  



Graduation Requirements and Walking Across the Stage: Ms. Krauss shared that in her opinion 

students who still need to pass one or two classes in summer school should be allowed to walk at 

graduation.  This would acknowledge the students who had worked harder with us than they would had 

they withdrawn to go to a local public school.  This only applies to students failing two classes maximum; 

students who fail more than two may not walk.  This also avoids students pressuring teachers to “cut a 

deal” to pass so they can walk.  Conversely, some have argued that this “cheapens” graduation.  This 

policy would affect about two students a year.  Ms. Lefkowitz pointed out that highly competitive 

colleges allow students to walk without getting a diploma.  The measure allowing students to walk 

without receiving a diploma passed with only one dissension. 

5. Bullying Policy and Committee: One student at the high school took strong exception to the actions 

of a few boys in her class.  All parties were talked to.  The girl has some other issues and is now in 

counseling; the boys know to be very sensitive to her feelings.   In the middle school one girl was 

changed from one class to another to avoid recurring problems between her and another girl. 

6. Emergency Plans and Procedures: We had a middle school student come in saying that a black sedan 

had followed her on her way to the bus stop.  The police were called and a notice sent home to all 

families.  The middle school social worker is driving the student to school for the time being. 

 Email Notification:  Families have been getting regular email notifications. 

 Sandy Hook Response: We have practiced two announced practice lockdown drills and will have 

an unannounced one soon. 

o Sandy reported on tonight’s March for Change meeting and encouraged Council 

members to take advantage of the opportunity to have our voices heard about changing 

the gun culture in our community. 

7. Food Service Council: The menu for February is attached.  Our menus are subject to strict review by 

the federal government 

8. Title 1 Advisory Committee: Title 1 is still funding interventions for struggling students, particularly in 

the area of reading in the high school.  In the middle school interventions are done in the math and 

Language Arts classes. 

9. Other New Business: 

 Personal Day Request: One teacher has requested to take two days off before winter break to 

visit family in Florida. She has done this once before and been paid; she has asked to take these 

days unpaid this time.  Mr. Dutton would like to discourage staff from attaching days off to 

vacations and thinks that allowing these two days unpaid is fair.  Ms. Krauss agreed.  The 

Council unanimously agreed to allow this. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35.  



 


