
Minutes of the Governing Council: Monday, June 6, 2013, at 6:00pm 

Present: Maria Acevedo, Chris James, Ramon Bulerin, Charlene Reddick, Rachel Allison, Aline 

Doss, Bob Doss, Pam Williams, Jacqueline Ewart, Andrea Sellers, Suzette Phinn, Bridget Krauss, 

Tim Dutton, Valerie Gibson, Shanda Sanders, Miguel Pickering 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.   

 Welcome and Agenda Review: Christopher James began the meeting with a statement 

of support for the students of Bridge Academy.  He then asked that all participants 

introduce themselves.  

 Ground Rules Discussion: Ramon Bulerin reviewed the ground rules of our discussion 

and allowed a minute for all participants to read them from the Smartboard.  Mr. 

Dutton 

 Facilitator, Recorder: It was agreed Sandy Lefkowitz would act as Facilitator, and Ms. 

Allison as Recorder. 

 Title I Presentation:  Mr. Dutton spoke about his experiences with parent 

communication and involvement and how certain communications with families is 

regulated by Federal law.  

 Introduction of Main Discussion Topic: Mr. Dutton described an experience in which a 

student refused to stand for the pledge and was disciplined for this.  The student’s 

mother complained that this was illegal and she was right.  Since then, we have not 

insisted that students participate and participation rates are therefore very low.  He 

wondered how we get kids to think about things  

 Discussion:  Parent involvement can be tricky; the school wants to involve parents in the 

decision making-process in a way that is inclusive but not judgmental.  Certain parent-

communications (e.g. parent/teacher conferences) are required by Federal law.   

In the past we used to give students who did not stand for the pledge a 

consequence; then we had a parent complain that it was against the law to force 

someone to say the pledge.  She was right.  As a result, the performance of the pledge 

has become very passive and few students participate enthusiastically.  So the question 

becomes, how do we get students to participate positively in everything, including the 

pledge? 

Two veterans said that they feel strongly that students should respect the 

pledge.   Another parent said that she thinks students need to be educated about the 

pledge in order to understand it’s importance.  It was suggested that veterans on the 

staff share their experiences with students.  One parent said that we need to help 

today’s youth be more positive generally and that students often gain power by being 



negative.  A teacher agreed that refusing to stand for the pledge is a way for students to 

gain control.  

A parent said that she herself had never understood the pledge growing up; she 

stood and said it because she was expected to do so.  She thinks that we need to help 

students make a personal connection to the pledge.  The idea of using incentives to 

prompt students to say the pledge was suggested.   

Resistance to the pledge is more of an issue at the high school than the middle 

school because students at the high school are purposefully given more independence.  

It was determined that peer pressure is probably the greatest cause of resistance to 

standing for and saying the pledge.  A parent made a connection between not saying the 

pledge and other forms of teen rebellion.   A teacher agreed and said that students need 

to have everything they are asked to do made relevant for them.  Another said that the 

most enthusiastic reciting of the pledge came on the day after President Obama was 

elected; he feels that this demonstrates the need for students to understand the social 

relevance of what we ask them to do.  

Next, a parent said that getting kids to be positive and cooperative must be a 

collaborative effort between home and school.   It was agreed that a good start would 

be to start asking kids not what they did wrong but what they did right.  

 

 Wrap-up and next steps: One parent said that the first thing he is going to do is go 

home to speak with his son about his cooperation with the pledge and school work 

generally.  Another participant said that we all have a responsibility to society and that 

part of that responsibility for students is saying the pledge of allegiance.  He said that 

more parents have to become involved with their kids to keep them positive.   

The meeting ended with participants making suggestions to resolve the issue of poor 

pledge enthusiasm.   Someone said that a group meeting should be held among 

students to discuss the topic, though Mr. Dutton said that group meetings are 

sometimes too unwieldy to be productive. Other suggestions were to: 

 Bring veterans to school to speak with students about their service and the 

importance of the pledge (one participant has already spoken with five veterans 

who would be willing to do this.) 

 Ask students to write about why they do or do not say the pledge 

 Have students create their own pledge of commitment to themselves and 

school; this could be something they say instead of the regular pledge. 



Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:58.  The next quarterly community meeting will 

be held next fall, date to be announced.  Participants are asked to think about topics for our 

next meeting.  

 


