
Minutes of the Governing Council: Monday, September 16, 2013, at 6:00pm 

Present:  Taylor Riley, John Rodrigues, Bridget Krauss, Miguel Pickering, Nancy Larocca, Sandy Lefkowitz, 

Tim Dutton (ex-officio), Rachel Allison (guest), Shanda Sanders,Jasedia Toro, Christopher James, Elisa 

Martinez, Charlene Allen-Reddick 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm 

1. Update on School:  This is the last meeting of last year’s council in preparation for elections 

which will be held on Wednesday at Open House.  Mr. Dutton asked the Board to consider how 

formal they want to be in running elections and staggering years of service.  

Mr. Dutton said the one issue the Board needs to deal with is tardies because of our earlier start 

time of 7:45.  The number of tardies in the high school has gone up as a result.  The high school 

has started well and is working with the wait list to fill a few vacancies. 

Our new Spanish teacher is working out well.  One of our high school math teachers is still out 

after having surgery for a brain tumor at the end of last year. 

Our biology teacher moved to Kansas and Mr. Dutton is interviewing to fill that position; we did 

not have a huge response to our posting of the position. 

Open House is Wednesday.  Parents will meet their children’s teachers and get an overview of 

class and school policies.  

The middle school has also had a strong start. The current 7th grade is testing boundaries at this 

point but we are working hard to be proactive with them.  

2. Elections for Governing Council: Mr. Dutton will recruit other candidates for position on the 

Governing Board at Open House and we will mail ballots home.  Ballots can be mailed to the school or 

returned via students.  The ballot will contain a number of people who have already served on the 

Board.  Faculty will also have an election. 

3. Parent Meeting Topics: Mr. Dutton suggested the topic of cell phones and questions of when to ban 

them, when to use them and what the boundaries of personal technology should be in the school.  We 

will plan on having this the quarterly meeting in December.  

In a follow-up to the last quarterly meeting Mr. Dutton said that students are doing better with 

participating in the pledge of allegiance.  He is planning on having some veterans come in to speak with 

students on this and other topics. 

5. Bullying Policy and Committee: Mr. Dutton reminded the Board that one of their responsibilities is to 

oversee the bullying policies of the school.  After discussing bullying Mr. Dutton decided to amend the 

Parent Meeting topic to social media and its effect on school generally and bullying specifically.  

6. Emergency Plans and Procedures: The Board acts as the school’s  Emergency Committee.  We have 

one fire drill and one lock down drill already.  We will very rarely if ever have an unannounced lock-

down drill because they are frightening for many children.  Our official address is now 160 Pulaski 



7. Food Service Council: The Board also serves as the school’s Food Service Council.  We serve salad or 

fresh fruit every day for lunch.  The rest of the menu stays stable each week.  Ms. Lefkowitz said that we 

should probably have a discussion about the food here and state initiatives, such as community gardens, 

that the school could perhaps participate in.  Elisa Martinez was volunteered to start a survey and ask 

students their opinion of the school lunches and how they might be approved. 

8. Title 1 Parent School Compact Update: The school is audited and must prove that the parents have 

approved the parent-school compact and have read the policies.  A draft will be mailed with the ballot.  

9. Other New Business: Ms. Toro said that we need to do a better job of accessing more sports 

opportunities for our students.  Mr. Dutton explained that we have an agreement with the local high 

schools that any student who can get on any team at their neighborhood high school may play for that 

team.  Students are allowed to leave Bridge early for practices if necessary, though we do not have a 

way to transport them.  Ms. Toro suggested that coaches be invited to school to recruit our students to 

their teams.  Ms. Lefkowitz suggested that we add the coaches’ names and contacts for each sport at 

each school on our website so that students an easily access it.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45. The next meeting is scheduled for October 7, 2013. 

 

 


