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Governing Council Minutes 

 

5-2-11 

 

Present:  Aline Doss, Tamara Warren, Janelle Howard, Nancy Larocca, Alison Atkin, 

Robert Doss, Tykeem Elliot, Shanet Hinds, Julia Ziobrowski, Tim Dutton (ex-officio) 

 

 

1. Must fail list removal requests (several expected.  EC grade 9, RR grade 8) – The 

Governing Council voted unanimously to remove two children from the must fail list 

after reviewing their current attendance and letters from the children’s parents.  Both 

9
th

 graders were good students and citizens and had showed improvement in their 

attendance.  (KA and EC).  Mr. Dutton spoke on the children’s behalf. 

 

2. Update on School – Mr. Dutton said that in general things were going okay.  He 

remarked on the following specifics 

 Parent Conferences – Mr. Dutton said that he thought turn out for conferences was 

good.  He estimated about 3/4s of the 9
th

 grade parents attended which was the best 

turn-out for the high school. 

 Contracts – Mr. Dutton mentioned that the school had given each student his/her 

“contract” which listed grades and gave them a good idea as to what they had to do in 

order to be promoted and avoid summer school.  He felt that these contracts helped 

keep the students on track. 

 Expelled students—Mr. Dutton mentioned that the students who were expelled or out 

of school were progressing well.  One would probably have to come to summer 

school for reading points.  Another was expected to return after finishing the Senior 

project. 

 End of Year Calendar – Mr. Dutton mentioned that the end of the year was beginning 

to fill up with activities.  Prom was Friday, Field Day was being planned and there 

were several other events planned in the near future.  Mr. Dutton specifically 

mentioned that he was going to be working on scheduling the National Honor Society 

Dinner. 

 College Acceptances – Mr. Dutton encouraged the council to look at the college 

acceptance board.  Students had received many college acceptances.  Mr. Doss stated 

that yes they were accepted but he was still worried about financing. 
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 Middle School – Ms. Atkin stated that the middle school also had a lot going on.  

They were scheduling a Junior National Honor Society dinner and the Boston trip 

was coming up. 

 

3. Stratford bus ending update – Mr. Dutton explained to the board that the school had 

originally started transporting students to and from Stratford in order to create racial 

diversity.  However, the transportation had not changed the school’s racial or 

socioeconomic makeup.  Therefore, four years ago the governing board had voted to 

phase out transportation at the end of 2011.  It was now time to reaffirm this 

decision.  Mr. Dutton said that the school would offer to pay for one 9
th

 grader’s bus 

tokens, but would end the Stratford transportation for the remaining 2 students.  Mr. 

Dutton said that he had notified the parents of the change.  The Council voted 

unanimously to approve the change. 

 

4. Uniform change for next year  (no black pants)—Mr. Dutton explained to the 

Council that he had received a request from a teacher to ban black pants for next 

school year.  Mr. Dutton explained that the black pants made it harder for teachers to 

enforce the uniform because students would wear black sweatpants or leggings.  He 

said that a change to khaki would help eliminate this problem.  In addition, The 

Bridgeport Public High School were moving towards uniforms and they did not 

allow dark colored pants.  After a short discussion the board approved the change in 

policy for next year (7-2 Hinds, Ziobrowski, against) 

 

 

5. Field trip scholarships (update) – Mr. Dutton explained that he was “reserving” 1,000 

or so for scholarships for students to attend the Boston trip.  Ms. Atkin asked if this 

should be announced, and he said no.  He much preferred to measure and take care of 

any needs in a quiet private manner.  The board approved of this approach to 

handling the field trip scholarships. 

 

6. Summer school scholarships and payments committee (update) – Mr. Dutton said 

that he had not yet worked on any specific plans or policy on this matter since last 

meeting.  He reiterated that the plan was for the Governing Council parents to divy 

up the scholarships on a case by case basis.  Mr. Dutton said that this would all need 
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to happen very quickly as the turn around time for summer school requirements was 

very short. 

 

 

7. Emergency Plans and procedures – Mr. Dutton said the school ran a successful fire 

drill last week.  He said there was one minor mix-up outside, and he wanted to 

practice a drill again in the very near future.  He assured the Council that the school 

would continue to try to improve its safety procedures. 

 

8. Food Service Council – Mr. Dutton said that the Food service was still able to 

provide salads and fruit at just about every meal despite the rise in prices.  Mr. 

Dutton asked Tykeem and Shanet if they would be willing to run a survey to review 

and improve menus.  They agreed to try. 

 

 

9. Title 1 Advisory committee  -- Mr. Dutton explained that the school was benchmark 

testing this week and would use this data to evaluate the effectiveness of their 

programs.  In addition, the school was committed to re-writing and aligning the 

curriculum with the RTI program.  He has been pleased with the school’s progress. 

 

10. Other new business – Mr. Dutton said that it was still very likely the school would be 

cutting the outdoor education program and a math teacher from the middle school.  

He said that the state budget had passed and included a small increase in the per pupil 

funding, but not enough to offset the expected increases in other costs.  Mr. Dutton 

also said that since Bridgeport Public Schools was having a complete pay freeze, The 

Bridge Academy would be likely approving one as well. 

                 Mr. Doss reminded parents present that the SAT were scheduled for the day 

after the class trip and he hoped that students would make a point of attending.  Mr. 

Dutton said that there might be a chance to move the Junior part of the class trip and he 

would discuss this with Mr. Doss at some point. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:33. 

 
 


