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June 6, 2011 

Governing Board Minutes 

 

Present:  Bob Doss, Aline Doss, Nancy Larocca, Julia Ziobrowski, Janelle Howard, 

Tykeem Elliot, Tamara Warren, Alison Atkin, Bridget Krauss, Tim Dutton (ex-officio) 

 

1. Must fail list removal requests (several expected.  AC grade 11, RR grade 8)  -- Mr. 

Dutton requested the reinstatement of grades for an 11
th

 grade student.  He read a 

letter from the student that was well received, and informed the board that the student 

had only two tardies this quarter.  The board unanimously approved the reinstatement 

of grades. 

     Mr. Dutton also read a letter from Ms. Allison, a middle school administrator, in 

favor of the reinstatement of an 8
th

 graders grades.  Mr. Dutton said that the board 

had already improved the reinstatement last meeting, but was happy to hear from Ms. 

Allison that this was appropriate. 

 

2. Update on School – Mr. Dutton said that things at the school were very busy as is 

usual at the end of the year.  Mr. Dutton made the following points: 

 

Graduation—Mr. Dutton stated that there were two students likely to graduate after 

summer school.  Two students who would receive their diploma through their IEP’s and 

not be allowed to participate in graduation, and one student suspended from the 

graduation ceremony.   Mr. Dutton said there was a very strong core graduating and 

doing well and then another group that was struggling to the finish line. 

 

9
th

 and 10
th

 grade trip--  Mr. Dutton said there was a number of 9
th

 and 10
th

 graders who 

went on the trip to Six Flags.  He said the trip went very well. 

 

11
th

 grade trip – Mr. Dutton said there were also a number of 11
th

 graders who went to 

Holiday Hill.  They also had an excellent time. 

 

SATs – Mr. Dutton reported that about 80% of the Juniors had taken the SATs last 

Saturday, June 4.  He said this was a good start to the college planning of next year’s 

class. 
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ACTs – Mr. Dutton reported that the ACT tests were given by the school this next 

Satuday June 11.  He hoped that many of the Juniors would be taking this test as well. 

 

Graduation – Mr. Dutton said that graduation was scheduled for 6 PM at 6 to 6 magnet 

school.  He asked Ms. Howard and Ms Warren if they would help hand out diplomas. 

 

Failure letters – Mr. Dutton reported that notices of possible failed classes were going 

out on Tuesday.  The middle school had already been informed.  The school would do 

what it could to inform parents of possible summer school. 

 

Boston trip – Mrs. Atkin reported that the Boston trip was a great success.  She thanked 

Tykeem for being an older role model.  She thought everything with the trip went very 

smoothly. 

 

Middle School National Honor Society – Mrs. Atkin reported that the Jr. National Honor 

Society would be inducting 7 members on Tuesday the 14
th

.  Mr. Dutton reported that 

the high school had a very pleasant induction ceremony earlier in the month. 

 

Middle School – Mrs. Atkin reported that things were also finishing well in the middle 

school.  At the end of the year there was a 6 flags trip and field day event planned, after 

exams. 

 

3. Summer school policies and Bridgeport Public School changes – Mr. Dutton 

informed that the changes in Bridgeport Summer School mentioned at last month’s 

meeting were still in place.  Specifically, Bridge Academy high school students 

would be given second priority to Bridgeport Public School students.  However, Mr. 

Dutton felt that there was a good chance we could enroll our students any way.  The 

backup plan if Bridgeport summer school is full is to have our students enroll in the 

Stratford Summer School program.  Mr. Dutton said that a plan was in place to 

inform all parents of possible failures and then have them enroll as soon as things 

were confirmed by the teachers. 

 

4. Girls’ Basketball – Mr. Dutton explained to the board that the consideration of 

forming a CIAC girl’s basketball team needed to be answered by the Executive 

Board because there were some legal and financial questions that needed to be 
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addressed.  Mr. Dutton said that he would be bringing this to the attention of the 

board next week. 

5. Summer school scholarships and payments committee (update) --   Mr. Dutton said 

that there should be about $9,000 available for summer school scholarships.  With 

Bridgeport Summer school classes only costing $100, Mr. Dutton said that it was 

likely we would be able to cover all Bridgeport summer school classes for anyone he 

asked.  Therefore, he requested that the Council allow administration to give out the 

funds with the following priority,  Summer School core course make-up classes, then 

Bridge Academy lunch and book debt, then Bridge Academy summer school.  Mr. 

Dutton said that he hoped that this would help most parents and families attend 

summer school and be promoted to the next grade.  The board approved the plan 

unanimously. 

 

6. Emergency Plans and procedures--  Mr. Dutton said that there had been no drills in 

the past month.  With the school calendar as busy as it has been he said that it was 

difficult for him to justify scheduling the drill.  Mr. Dutton said that he would try to 

create a more organized schedule next year. 

 

7. Food Service Council – Mr. Dutton said the food service program was running 

smoothly and he was pleased with the continued offering of fruits and vegetables. 

 

8. Title 1 Advisory committee – Mr. Dutton said the Title 1 efforts were currently 

working on connecting new curriculum with strong RTI components.  He said this 

effort would continue over the summer with a special emphasis on the middle school. 

 

 

9. Other new business – There was no other new business. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM 


